2007 Annual Report

Houma Regional Arts Council

· The Arts Council held two major fundraisers in 2007 (Hearts for Arts and Rockin Oldies Night) and a membership drive that raised over $15,000 for the general operating fund.

· Arti-Gras, a Mardi-Gras themed community exhibit held in February, filled the Waterlife Museum’s gallery, and included a free public reception with a band, dance performance, and over 200 people attending.

· In March, HRAC hosted the Kappa Pi National Art Fraternity’s annual themed gallery show at the Waterlife Museum. “Dreams” included a month-long exhibit, and a free public reception that was the first use of the outdoor movie screen. Silent Surrealist films from the 1940’s were shown and an improvisational jazz band accompanied. The Mary-in-Nets modern dance troupe also performed to a crowd of over 300 that evening. 

· The Melinda Rose photography exhibit that the Arts Council owns was shown for two months at the Jean Lafitte center in Thibodaux, and continues to circulate Louisiana. 

· The Arts Council drafted over the course of 4 months, a 3-year Performance Plan that the Louisiana Division of Arts awarded $15,000 towards. The Arts Council is now officially in a partnership with the Division of Art to carry out this Performance Plan and is reviewed and awarded yearly.

· The Arts Council hosted both Art After Dark exhibits at the Waterlife Museum. Both events combined are estimated to have brought 6-8 thousand people into Downtown Houma.

· In April, the Arts Council hosted a Louisiana Partnership for the Arts meeting in Thibodaux, one of many statewide that worked towards getting an increase for the Decentralized Arts Funding Program, and the passing of Bill 299 to incorporate arts and music education in every public school. In May, “Arts Advocacy Day” was held in Baton Rouge, and the Arts Council staff met with every Representative from the region to advocate the passing of both these bills. 

· Through a successful fundraising campaign in May, the Arts Council for a second year in a row, hosted the American Wind Symphony Orchestra and their 40 members for a week-long residency in the Houma Downtown Marina. 

· The “Arts Market” was successfully launched in May in conjunction with Downtown Live after 5. Every month, Fine Arts and Crafts booths and live demos are set up in Courtsquare during the Live after 5 event. Booth space is provided free of charge to artists. 

· The Arts Council revived its quarterly newsletter in May 2007 which had not been published since July 2003. It is now a combined effort as an informational service and calendar of events to the region, and a membership drive for the Arts Council. 

· The ArtSense visual arts camp was held May-July at the Waterlife Museum. 163 children attended, and 35 attended free of charge through support from Houma Downtown Development Corporation and other donors.

· The Outdoor Movie Series kicked off in May with Some Like it Hot to a crowd of 100 in the Bayou Terrebonne Memorial Park. A total of 500 people have attended 5 movies and through support from Houma Downtown Development Corporation, the series will continue throughout 2008.

· The Arts Council received The Big Read grant from the National Endowment for the Arts in 2007 ($6,000) and 2008 ($12,000) to promote recreational reading through a national campaign. Arts Council staff and regional librarians have attended both national orientations in Minneapolis. Over 40 different Big Read activities have already occurred throughout the region, and twice that number will occur in 2008. 

· The Arts Council hosted 6 diverse artists in the Waterlife Museum’s gallery. The Council promoted each artist and show, and received 10% of any resulting sales. There was also a public reception for each artist free of charge to the public. 

· The Decentralized Arts Funding Program (DAF) granted $144,569 in 6 parishes to 43 different projects and impacted over 93,000 people. 

· Grantees for DAF matched the $144,569 with an additional $501,711 direct spending in their communities. 

· The Parish Arts Funding Program (PAF) granted $24,000 to 25 projects in Terrebonne Parish and impacted over 16,000 people in the parish.

· Grantees for PAF matched the $24,000 with an additional $14,900 direct spending in Terrebonne Parish. 

· The Community Development Coordinator was asked to make a presentation at Montegut Middle School for Career Day. “The Arts as a Career” was the most attended presentation of the day.  

· The Arts Council received a grant to premier Art21 before its broadcast on PBS at the Waterlife Museum during National Arts and Humanities month in October. 

· The Community Development Coordinator attended the Performing Arts Exchange conference in Kentucky through a Technical Assistance Grant from the Southern Arts Federation. 

· The Director attended professional development courses for marketing at North Georgia College through a grant from the Houma Area Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. 

· The Arts Council received a Special Invitational Grant for $10,000 from the National Endowment for the Arts. 

· The Arts Council was one of 5 recipients of a new Arts-in-Education initiative grant from the Division of Arts out of 18 state-wide applicants to start a teacher-training program in conjunction with LINC Across the Curriculum at the Lafourche Parish School Board for 2008.

